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The Development of Yemen's Public Education System in the Light of the Japanese Experience
Mohammed Qasim Ali Qahwan
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The study aimed to show the important role of public education in the progress of such
developing countries as Yemen. It proposed to model the public education system on that of
Japan to find out the extent of its ability to achieve quantitative and qualitative objectives as well
as to participate in the overall development process. The researcher used for his study the multi-
comparative approach. Applying the historical approach concerned with the origin of such an
educational system, the study investigated the historical background of public

education. The importance of the study lies in the following:

1- It represents a valuable addition to the instruction comparative research and may be of use
to specialists and researchers in this field. It can also contribute to the development of the
public education system in Yemen.

2- The development of the public education system has gained the regional and international
interest, since many educational organizations consider it a point of departure for reforming
the educational system worldwide.

3- Comparing and contrasting both Yemeni and Japanese educational systems so as to take
advantage of the Japanese experience.

4- The study cast the light on certain shortcomings of the public educational system in Yemen
in order to help improve and upgrade it to meet the needs of the community by modeling it
on the Japanese experience.

5- To the researcher's knowledge, there are no previous studies dealing with the same topic. It,
therefore, opens up a new field of study that might contribute to the development of any
educational system through comparing it with successful models.

The study came up with the following findings: It is possible to take advantage of the Japanese
experience for the development of our educational system by copying what it can be applicable in
Yemen. Such experimentation might be of use to other communities including the Arab ones. The
study's recommendations are:

1- Toinvolve parents in the children's education at its various stages.

2- The clarity of goals and objectives that the school seeks to achieve with students and
parents.

3- The importance of cultivating the students’ sense of motivation.

4- To provide a comprehensive basic education for children in which the curriculum
additionally includes: history, sciences, arts, physical education, an access to a foreign
language and practical classes.

5- The absolute belief that the educational system can build up a conscious personality, stable
values, and good behavior.

6- The school's environment must reinforce its broad mission and objectives.

7- The State must exploit resources according to necessity and priority.

8- The competent and diligent teacher is the cornerstone of a successful school.
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